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2 ojjuf First Sunday in Advent

Advent comes from the Latin word adventus, meaning
“coming.” It is the season when we wait for the one who
comes down from heaven: Jesus Christ. The church
keeps these four weeks as a time of waiting and prepara-
tion. Each Sunday, we light one candle to mark his com-
ing, and on Christmas Eve and Christmas morning, we
light the “Christ Candle” to welcome the true Light who

comes into the darkness.

Each week, we light a candle with the following mean-
ing:

First Sunday of Advent: The Candle of Hope (purple or
blue)

Second Sunday of Advent: The Candle of Love (purple or
blue)

Third Sunday of Advent: The Candle of Joy (pink)

Fourth Sunday of Advent: The Candle of Peace (purple or
blue)

Christmas Eve/Christmas Day: The Christ Candle
(white)

The Advent candles point to the Light who comes into
the darkness. The world is still dark, yet the church be-
lieves that Jesus Christ has come again as the Light of the
world.Lighting one candle each Sunday is a way of con-
fessing that faith so that it can be seen. The candles are
lit by the worship leader or by designated members of

the congregation.

PROCESSIONAL AND CANDLE LIGHTING

Light one purple/blue candle.

WELCOME

These are the longest nights of the year. In this season,
the church lights the first candle of Advent, the candle
of hope. In the name of Christ our light, we welcome all
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of you who have gathered here to worship, setting your
hopeonGod. With hearts reaching through the darkness
for the light, let us praise and lift up the Lord together.

CALL TO WORSHIP
“Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take
courage; wait for the Lord!” (Psalm 27:14)

God of all comfort, in this season of deep darkness, we
come before you, longing for you. Your promise is slow
in coming, and the answer is not yet in sight, yet our
soulswait for you as we wait for the morning. O Lord, you
who come to us before we ever come to you, be present
in this worship and kindle hope once more in our

wavering hearts. Amen.

*HYMN
“0 Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
United Methodist Hymnal 211

RESPONSIVE READING (Psalm 130)
Leader: Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.

All: O Lord, hear my voice; let your ears be attentive to
my plea.

Leader: If you, O Lord, kept account of our sins, O Lord,
who could stand?

All: But with you there is forgiveness, and so we stand
in awe of you.

Leader: I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his
word, I put my hope.

All: My soul waits for the Lord more than watchers wait
for the morning.

Leader: O Israel, put your hope in the Lord.

All: For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with

him is full redemption.

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles’ Creed*

*HYMN

Gloria Patri
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PRAYER

God of hope, we remember Zechariah and Elizabeth. We
remember their long years, blameless before you, yet
waiting empty-handed into old age. We carry such
prayers too, petitions we have offered again and again
that still return to us only in silence.

Lord, in that silence, keep us from collapsing into
impatience. Do not let us pin our hope on dates of our
own choosing, but help us trust you, who know the end,
and stay faithful in the place you have given us today. As
you walked into that ordinary moment when Zechariah
simply took his turn at the altar of incense, come also

into the middle of our everyday lives.

We lay our worries down before you, fill that empty space
with your peace. Keep us from turning inward, and lead
us to look to the neighbor beside us, becoming hands
that share the grace we have received. On this first
Sunday of Advent, as we light the first candle of waiting,

we look to you and pray. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 1:5-25

Suggested Lectionary Readings:
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19, Isaiah 64:1-9, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9,
Mark 13:24-27

ANTHEM

SERMON

HYMN OF RESPONSE
“My Hope Is Built”
United Methodist Hymnal 368

OFFERING
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

The first Sunday in Advent is not only the first Sunday of
a new season but also the first Sunday of a new Christian
year. Therefore, it is appropriate to celebrate the
beginning of a new year with the sacrament of Holy

Communion.

*HYMN OF SENDING FORTH
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
United Methodist Hymnal 196

*BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH

Now we return to the place of waiting, the place of
ordinary life. Do not set your hope on the passing of time
but hold fast to the Lord who has already come to you. Do
not grow impatient and do not give up. Trusting God, the
Lord of your life, walk honestly through the day set
before you today. However deep the darkness, the good
and gracious one who comes as light already stands
ahead of you on the road.

And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all, from this time forth and forevermore. Amen.

The * indicates an invitation to all worshipers to rise in

body or spirit.
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Rev. Yoseb Jeon wrote this order of the First Sunday in Advent for a bilingual Korean-English congregation. This service

may be used when the Korean-speaking and the English-speaking members worship together, and it may also be used

when each worships separately.

Rev. Yoseb Jeon holds a Bachelor of Arts in English Language and Literature from Hanyang University in Korea and a

Master of Divinity from Drew Theological Seminary. He was ordained as an elder in the Greater New Jersey Conference



and currently serves at First United Methodist Church of Freehold, New Jersey. He also serves as editor of Slingstones, a

publication of Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church.
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