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Y ofju Third Sunday in Advent

PROCESSIONAL AND CANDLE LIGHTING

Light the third (pink) candle.

WELCOME

Today is the Third Sunday of Advent, the Sunday of
joy. That is why today’s candle is a different color.
Among the purple candles, the pink candle of joy
shines alone. Life is still weary, and hard things are
many, yet in the name of Christ, we welcome all of
you who have come into worship with joy, our eyes

on that one light that shines upon us.

CALL TO WORSHIP
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,

rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4)

God of all comfort, we know that our joy does not
come from our conditions or our circumstances.
Even in the face of problems still unresolved, we
look to you, the Lord who comes to us in love. Today,
we resolve to worship God with joy. Let us see you as
greater than the worries that loom so large before
our eyes; fill this worship with the same joy that
filled Mary’s heart. Amen.

*HYMN
“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”
United Methodist Hymnal 89

RESPONSIVE READING (Psalm 126)

Leader: When the Lord brought back the captives to
Zion, we were like those who dream.

All: Then our mouths were filled with laughter, and
our tongues with songs of praise.

Leader: Then it was said among the nations, “The
Lord has done great things for them.”

All: The Lord has done great things for us, and we
are glad.

Leader: Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like streams in

the desert.
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All: Those who sow with tears will reap with songs
of joy.

Leader: Those who go out weeping, carrying seed to
sow,

All: will surely return with songs of joy, carrying

their sheaves.

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles’ Creed*

*HYMN

Gloria Patri

PRAYER

Merciful God, in this cold and harsh world, you have
not let go of us, and again today, you have called us
to this place of worship; we thank you. Today, we lit
the third candle, the candle of joy. Into a world
grown used to cruelty and violence, you still come to

us as good news.

And yet, Lord, we are ashamed to keep this joy for
ourselves alone. We know that when a candle is lit,
the first place its light should reach is the dark
corner of those who are crushed. Do not let us shut
the joy we have received behind closed doors; make
us a channel through which it flows out to those

who are pushed aside and oppressed.

God of justice and peace, even now, as Christmas
draws near and the lights multiply along every
street, weeping and groaning do not cease in place
after place across the world. This is what we long to
hear: that war has stopped, that guns and swords
have been laid down on the ground. In every place
where conflict runs deep, plant your peace and let it
bear fruit. Above all, do not let us grow numb to the

pain of others. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 1:46-55
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Suggested Lectionary Readings

Psalm 126, Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-
24; John 1:6-8, 19-28

ANTHEM

SERMON

HYMN OF RESPONSE
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
United Methodist Hymnal 224

OFFERING

*HYMN OF SENDING FORTH
“0 Come, All Ye Faithful”
United Methodist Hymnal 234

*BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH

No one’s life is without a broken bulb. But even if
only one small light is still shining in your life, even
if you can take just one more step today, it is
enough. Do not sit staring at what has gone dark;
walk on, with your eyes on the light of Christ that
still shines on you. May the God who filled Mary’s
heart with joy be with you and lead you.

And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all, from this time forth and

forevermore. Amen.

The * indicates an invitation to all worshipers to rise

in body or spirit.
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Rev. Yoseb Jeon wrote this order of the Third Sunday in Advent for a bilingual Korean-English congregation. This
service may be used when the Korean-speaking and the English-speaking members worship together, and it may
also be used when each worships separately.

Rev. Yoseb Jeon holds a Bachelor of Arts in English Language and Literature from Hanyang University in Korea and a
Master of Divinity from Drew Theological Seminary. He was ordained as an elder in the Greater New Jersey
Conference and currently serves at First United Methodist Church of Freehold, New Jersey. He also serves as editor of

Slingstones, a publication of Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church.
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