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•How are you feeling?
•Resolved
•Hopeful
•Fearful
•Overwhelmed
•Other

Poll Questions
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•How much experience do you have using 
online platforms for faith formation?
•Not yet
•Once
•A few times
•Some experience
•Expert and should be teaching this webinar

Poll Questions
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• Why even attempt online faith formation options?

• Institutional 
Maintenance/Survival?

• Live into baptismal 
commitments?

• Maintain relationships?
• Deepen relationships?

• Foster new spiritual practices?
• Maintaining Connections?
• Reach new people?

Start with your WHY
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•Relationships
•Relationships
•Relationships

Theological Grounding
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“And let us consider each other carefully for the purpose 
of sparking love and good deeds. Don’t stop meeting 
together with other believers, which some people have 
gotten into the habit of doing. Instead, encourage each 
other, especially as you see the day drawing near.”
Hebrews 10:24-25

Biblical Grounding
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“Israel, listen! Our God is the Lord! Only the Lord! Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, all your being, and all your strength. These 
words that I am commanding you today must always be on your 
minds. Recite them to your children. Talk about them when you are 
sitting around your house and when you are out and about, when 
you are lying down and when you are getting up. Tie them on your 
hand as a sign. They should be on your forehead as a symbol. Write 
them on your house’s doorframes and on your city’s gates.”
Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Biblical Grounding
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“We must celebrate with feasting because this 
son of mine was dead and has come back to 
life! He was lost and is found!’ And they 
began to celebrate.”
Luke 15:23b-24

Biblical Grounding
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CONNECTION OVER 
PERFECTION
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Gifts of the digital world
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Explore Options and Experiment

BE CREATIVE!
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Focusing 
on Faith 

Formation
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Will you nurture one another in 
the Christian faith and life and 

include these persons now 
before you in your care?
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Flipped Classroom
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 Hospitality
 Communication
 Preparation
 Lesson
 Reflection 

Questions
 Videos

 Participation
 Testimonies
 Announcement
 Silence
 Breakout groups
 Other Ideas?

Thinking like we are in-person
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Encouraging Participation Online
Polls

Sharing times
Eliminate Distractions

Mute as needed
Sharing Screens

Other ideas?
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Unique to Online
Have dedicated tech 

person?
Check lighting/background 

for video
Muting microphones

Distractions
What can we accomplish?
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PLATFORMS
PROS

Multiple Platforms
Multiple levels of cost

Ease of use
Stable

Recording
CONS

Cost for more participants 
and options
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PLATFORMS
Google Hangouts

PROS
Multiple Platforms

Free - Gmail
Ease of use

CONS
Not as stable
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PLATFORMS
Facebook Live

PROS
Multiple Platforms

Accessible
Ease of use

CONS
Not as participatory
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PLATFORMS
Crowd Cast

PROS
Multiple Platforms

Integration
CONS
Cost
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PLATFORMS
Microsoft Teams

Skype
TechSoup.org

Offering deal to churches (501-3c)
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PLATFORMS

What are your experiences with 
various platforms?
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Questions?

Thank You!
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Resources
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Resources
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April 22, 2020, Noon Central
Five Things to Know to Minister to Individuals with 
Early Dementia (with Peggy Bargmann)

April 23, 2020, 6:30pm Central
Stewardship in the Second Half of Life (with Rev. 
Clayton Smith)

Upcoming Webinars
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Teachable 
Courses

https://discipleship-
ministries.teachable.

com

Lessons Learned: 
Wisdom from leading 
UM Church Planters

https://discipleship-ministries.teachable.com/
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Upper Room
https://www.upperro
om.org/resources/e
Learning-private-

classroom

Private Online 
Classroom

https://www.upperroom.org/resources/eLearning-private-classroom


©2019 Discipleship Ministries
The United Methodist Church

shughes@umcdiscipleship.org

Join our Facebook Community!
DM Faith Formation Friends

www.umcdiscipleship.org

@UMCAdultForm
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