Understanding and Reading Music Charts

Fusion Workshop
Led by Kiersten Rose

OVERVIEW & PURPOSE

Designed for sight-readers and classically trained musicians, this breakout session bridges the gap
between traditional sheet music and modern chord charts. Attendees will learn basic chart notation,
harmonic theory, and essential worship accompaniment styles for keys and guitar.

OBJECTIVES

1. Decode the core structure, form, and symbols of modern worship chord charts.
2. Apply basic rhythm and voicing patterns on keyboard or guitar.
3. Participate in a live group play-along over a backing track.

OUTLINE

Deconstructing the Chord Chart (handout)
Chords - basic to complex harmonic options
Sus and slash chords
Reading roadmap markers (Verse, Chorus, Bridge, Interludes)
Instrument-Specific Application (handouts)
Keys: Left-hand vs. right-hand roles, inversions, voice leading, and pad sustains
Guitar: Open/barre chords, capos, palm muting, and fingerpicking rhythm
Live Band Exercise
Interactive play-along with an 8-bar drum/backing track

Focus on dynamic balance, restraint, and listening to the room



